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A Soldier Gunned Doun

The ‘silent alarm flashed indicating trouble at a
Torrance market.

Police on duty at the station, noting the’ signal,
assigned the nearest police unit to check out the trou-
ble. It was near opening time at the market and alarms
are sometimes tripped accidently.

This one wasn't, Officer David N: Seibert, answer-
ed such an alarm, not knowing what was on the other
side of the market door. He was “doing his duty.” It
was his last act. A bandit pumped three shots into him

The young officer was buried with full honors Mon-
day following' farieral rites attended by nearly all of
his colleagues on the Torrance force and by many other
law enforcement officers, public officials, and friends
from throughout the Southland.

Eulogies welled up in the breasts of all who knew
David and in those who had come to know him only
beacause of his final act of courage which left the com-
munity forever in his debt. .

He was 25 and an aggressive, well-trained young
police officer. He.was typical of the “new-breed” of-
ficer, an officer whose schooling and training had been
focused on law enforcement. He was a front-line soldier
in the war against the criminal.

Part of his role as a soldier was to accept hazards,
and David Seibert was doing just what we expected of
him when he walked into the market to be met by a
vicious gunman and shot down..

His act of courage against unknown hazards will
put the young officer’s name at the top of the list of
this community’s outstanding contributors, And his is
a contribution for which we must be forever indebted.

Our best memorial to David Seibert would be a
renewed interest in the role of law enforcement and a
resolve to comprehend the hazards faced daily by the
David Seiberts and the other thousands who man the
front lines in the war against criminality.

That front line is much stronger today because
David Seibert was there.
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The Virus Amo ng

Like a fever thermometer, the cost of living index
continues to indicate the presence of a virus in the U.S.
economic system. That virus is inflation, and there is
no cure for it except a strong dose of reform in the
highliving habits of government.

There is talk of a substantial tax increase to help
offset a deficit in the federal budgef that some have
estimated as high as $25 billion for the fiscal year that
began July 1. But, a tax increase will not cure the virus
of inflation nor curb the harassing monthly increases
in living costs until people one day realize that the an-
nual decline in the value of the dollar cannot stretch

on into infinity with prices continuing to move inéx™ *

orably upward.

At some point, there must be control of govern-
ment spending or the dollar will cease to exist as a
medium of exchange. That is the grim terminal diagno-
sis which the cost ofdiving fever thermometer portends.
Curbing nonessential spending at all levels of govern-
ment is more esseptial than ever before in our history.

. .
Opinions of Others —I
Experts say dirty air may be changing world cli-
mate: What’s more worrisome is that it may be chang-
ing our life span — shortening it, that is.—Greenwood
(Miss.) Commonwealth,
*

%

One of the innest in words right now is “prag- good

matic.” Some someone says that Mr. Smith is pragmatic,
and someone else nods understandingly. But what is
the speaker actually saying? That Smith is involved in
.affairs of the community or state? That he is officious
and opinionated? That he is practical and.matter-of-
fact? Or that he's just a plain old busybody? Smith can,
in fact, be any of those if he is really pragmatic. The
dictionary says so. So unless the precise intent of the
word is made clear, or the speaker doesn’t mind a
punch in the nose, it might be more pragmatic for him
to come right out and say that Smith is practical — if
that’s what he means, and he usually does. — Selma
(Ala.) TimesJournal.
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P — Despite spport by

Reagan, Lie Gover-

nor_Robert H.. . Attor-

ney General mas C.

Lynch and many members

of both parties, tWo bills to
tighten controls over

requiring ew_nfulnﬁon by a Physical education should be
board ‘of physici :nzv 4

F — County and district
Fairs came in for a lot of de-
bate although no action was
taken on a proposal to re-
quire them to submit jbud-

HERB CAEN SAYS:

“The Thinker’ Pondering
About His Missing Pants

Francisco’
looked at Rodin’s statue of
“The Thinker” at the Le-
gion of Honor and smiled:
“You know, when my son,
Prince Albert, first saw that
statue he asked me what
the man was about.
‘Well,’ I said, ‘1 think he’s
about the probi

of mankind. What do you
think he’s thinking about?’
Albert said, ‘I think he’s
trying to remember where
he left his clothes.”
e Wl W W

Grace and Rainier loved

Francsico, and San

Francisco found them pleas-
ant, "gracious and relaxed.
The Prince: “I had no idea
it was so beautiful. We must
come back. I wish we’'d ar-

here.” (And less in Los An-
geles?) When the Prince
heard that Mayor Sam Yor-
ty of L.A. was arranging a
civic reception, he said:
“No-no-no, this is supposed
to be a pleasure trip—a hol-
iday.” (What's a Yorty, dad-
dy?) Actually, the royal
couple didn't say too much
that was quotable, for a

Funny scene, though, in a
Chinatown shop. Here’s
Princess Grace looking at
three tassels on a wall and
asking the woman owner:
“Do they have any religious
or cultural significance?
What do you call them?”
Woman! “Tassels.” Press
Rep. Russell MacMasters,
valiantly interjecting: “What
the Princess means, ma'am,
is do you use them for any
special purpose?” Woman:

San Francisco

ated, “they became very budget

maternal and sheltered

wings.
hereby

-]
: Ed White, Pres.
of -the Bd. of Directors of
Nob Hill's Comstock Apts.,
is an absolute ringer for
S.F.'s Mayor Sheiley. That's
bad? No, that’s good: at res-
taurants, free drinks are

“Tassels.” Russel, turning
to u}ade Chinese sage acting c:}i
g o t. do,

those “in m
“Kow sui” Russell: “Ah,
and what does that mean,
exactly?” Sage “Tassels.”

Walt Kramer reading a
movie magazine on a flight
from Los Angeles, glanced
across the aisle and discov-
ered Alfred Hitchcock, nose
buried in the U.S. News &
World Report; being a pixy
to the end, Hitchcock was
holding it upside down, of
course . . . Dr. Joel Gustaf-
son of San Francisco State

College has unearthed a fas-

cinating scientific paper
titled “Maternal Behavior in
The Domestic Cock Under

: the Influence of Alcohol”

which reports that when
seven “mature, sexually-ac-
tive roosters” were inebri-

frequently sent to his table
by would-be sycophants, and
at theater openings, he is

_.autograph,
‘m“& Y with a
flourish . . . The other

noon, he was walking
through Civic Center, deep
in conversation with a
friend, when he was accost-
ed by two Skid Rowgues.
“Hey, Mr. Mayor,” said one,
“how about us to a
bottle of muscatel?” Ed went
on walking and talking.
‘“Come on, Your Honor,
called out the other wino,
“be democratic!” At this Ed
paused and smiled: “Gentle-
men, as you can see, I'm
busy. But if you come to my
office in the City Hall at 3
this afternoon, I'll be happy
to buy you a drink” ... They
showed up, all right, And
as far as they're concerned,
Mayor, Shelley is still un-
democratic.

WILLIAM HOGAN

Father Picks Up the Tab
For a Substitute Soldier

The troubled people on
the stock-breeding ranch
near California’s Point Sur in
John Sanford’s novel, “The
$300 Man,” may remind you
of the troubled people in
some of Robinson Jeffers’
rock-ribbed poems. This is a
short, strange, brooding
work that, like Jeffers’ work,
observes the introverted fail-
ure of modern man, or of
man's failure to look beyond
himself and act creatively in
the world.

‘The novel is playéd in the
arroyos that fall from steep
mountains overhanging the
sea. This is Jeffers country,
and Sanford plays his story
sparely, almost like a play-
script. It is a phychological
drama about a youth whose
rancher father, with the help
of a drunken doctor, kept
him out of the wartime
draft. The youth becomes
obsessed about what happen-
ed to the soldier who took
his place.

The story Is not played
with  Biblical or classical
dramatic overtones, like
some of Jeffers' poetry, but
is filled with dark moments,
and, I suppose if you search

Dave Keogh, the son, ac-
tually enlisted in the war-
time Army, and upon his re-
turn searched for and found
the “substitute soldier,” a
man without remorse, or
love, or much of anything
else. John Cross, the sub-
stitute soldier, has been
maimed in the war. The
guilt - ridden Dave Keogh

brings him back to his fa-
Books

ther’s ranch as a substitute
son and brother.

Sanford wrings drama of
congiderable heat from the
relations between the two
ex-soldiers, the rancher-fa-
ther, and the father’s young
second wife. What we have
is a moody performance, a
rather striking one, rather
than a satisfying novel. For
all the characters are a lit-
tle too tense, a little too
self-consciously the inhabi:
tants of psychological traps,
too theatrical for comfort.

The title, by the way, re-
fers to the Civil War prac-
tice of buying a substitute
—'three hundred dollars
and somebody fought your
=

deeply gh

gas for you. .. ."

The novel may be the
games people play under

p e, an
mood piece, but one which
leaves a reader wondering
just what, with all the storm
clouds on the horizon, is the
central point the author had
in mind.
John Sanford is a contem-
Nathaniel West

promptly by Governor Rea-
gan, on grounds there was
no money to finance it.

*

protection of certain birds,
including the Blue-jay, was
killed in a senate commit-

]

rate on banks and corpora-
tions by 1% per cent. Big
excitement took place in the
capitol in early May when
a band of armed Negroes,
known as Black Panthers,
rushed through the halls and
into the assembly chambers.
* h W
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D—An assembly commit-
tee approved a bill increas-
ing maximum temporary
benefits’ under the digabil-
ity insurance program from
$80 to $89 but it was stalled
by the ways and means com-
mittee,

A controversial = measure
which would take dump
trucks working on comstruc-
jobs oﬁd
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A number of bills
h in " control

ing money requirements for
gasoline tax reverted to
cities and counties for the
select system of streets and
roads cleared the assembly
but was stifled in a senate
committee.
* % A

H — Despite reapportion- j

ment giving control of both
houses to southern Califor-
nia, a prosopal to give the
southern counties a bigger
share of highway user taxes
failed in the senate, A major
bill of the session, which
was signed into law by Gov-
ernor Reagan and took im-
mediate effect, adds consid-
erably to the number “of
horseracing days at state
tracks.

* b %

I — Another in a series
of moves to abolish appoint-
ment of state inheritance
tax appraisers
controller failed, despite
strong suppost from State
Controller Houston 1. Flour-
noy. The state personal in-
come tax was boosted by an

. average of about 70 per

cent under the tax ‘increase
bill,
* %

J — Governor Reagan’s
plans to revamp the proce-
dure for appointment of
Judges failed to win approv-
al. The same wos true for

session

was slow for many subjects,

it resulted in some major
legislation on liquor licens-
ing. One bill would
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to the legislature each:

: ground.,

by the state -

gr were by
an assembly . Nu-
merous efforts “were made
to provide t 4 oollective

bargaining rightsf ‘and " au-
thority to strikejfor: public
employes vballltA'.hly did not
win approval, ll:;rnyro-
posal to remove ate's
pre-emption in various areas
of crime and law 'enforce-
ment failed to get off the
* :

R — The most controver-
sial issue of the session dther
than budget and taxes, was
the proposed repeal or modi-
fication of the Rumford
housing act. The senate ap-
proved a repealer but this

was amehd :wmbly
in the assembly. T ﬁ‘h
rejected the cha and an

pt to reach mp
mise failed in the closing
hour of the

REIIE fh A
§ - The number of state
scholarships be'dou-
bled under a bill approved

by ‘bojth_houn;a.' -fax bill
a, in

in the state tax, State

employes recei a 4 per

paign of organized- labor to
extend unemployment insur-

ance to farm workers ‘met
usual
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